How can the clinical credibility of nurse lecturers be improved?
The last 10 years has seen a surge in the development of academic pre- and postregistration courses. With the movement of colleges of nursing and midwifery into higher education it has become difficult for lecturers of nursing to remain engaged in clinical practice. However, the professional bodies, the students themselves and their employers expect lecturers of nursing to be clinically able, clinically credible and knowledgeable about contemporary practice in order to produce practitioners who are 'fit for purpose'. This article outlines one innovative approach employed by an educational organization to enable lecturers of postregistration specialist nursing programmes to achieve clinical credibility by undertaking a minimum of 300 contracted hours of clinical experience. This approach was found to be beneficial to the lecturers, the students and the ongoing relationships between the trusts and the department of nursing.